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Harding by exposing the Democratic administration's ex-
travagance in the war. As a former war correspondent, I was
deemed capable of telling how a billion dollars monthly failed
to supply Pershing's army in France with guns, shells, gas,
tanks and other equipment needed to defeat the enemy.
One may as well confess that this material was written
with a decided anti-Democratic twist, all being fair in love,
war, and politics. However, one may just as well confess that
a Republican war would have wasted just as much; inef-
ficiency would have still been a glaring feature, while graft,
that ever-present war host, would have played no favorites.
If the Republicans had directed the war, the Democrats
would have hastened to use its aftermath as political campaign
material. It was only chance that reversed the procedure.
Though incomprehensible millions were spent, Pershing
fought almost wholly with guns, munitions, airplanes, and
many other materials either borrowed or bought from the
French and the British. As it turned out, billions of dollars
were spent too late, and were utterly wasted in the hysteria of
production which despatched virtually nothing for the firing
line up to the time when Pershing's First Army had hacked
its way through the Argonne in November, 1918. This is a
matter of record.
When the First Army under Lieutenant-General R. L.
Bullard had fought through the Argonne and into the
Ardennes, Pershing's Second Army, in command of Lieuten-
ant-General Hunter Liggett, was ready to drive on Metz.
Assume then that the Germans did not break when they did,
and were capable of carrying on the war another six months
or a year; then massive production schemes at home would
have been of utmost importance. The Wilson administration
spent billions in war projects early in 1918. For some strange
reason production was intensified at that time instead of ear-